









































More About the Straw Sons
Two early photographs of young Fred.
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Hal and his dog Fr

Hal and Fred had a close relationship with each other while they were growing up.
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Fred Top - possibly Hal Bottom 1890s

Hal married Pearl Stair from Iowa in 1908. He was a lumber merchant and lived in Her-
miston, Oregon. He had two daughters Elizabeth (1910-1931) and Dorothy 1912-1954).



Frederick married Lillian Tice in 1912. She was born in Avondale, Ohio. Fred was a
bridge contractor and lived in several western states including Idaho and Washington.
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Elizabeth Tice

On January 26. 1820 when the couple was living in Nez Perce, Idaho, Jane Elizabeth (d:
1997) was born.
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Notables in the Straw/Watson Line

Because many of the ancestors Florence Agnes (Straw) Jones came to the New England
area United States before the Revolutionary War and had many and varied surnames,
ancestors were fairly easy to trace.

The oldest ancestor is Geoffrey Chaucer (1343-1400) - author, poet, philosopher,
bureaucrat, courtier and diplomat. He is Florence Agnes’ 15" grandfather.

Presidents related through her line are: Gerald Ford, William Howard Taft, Chester Alan
Arthur, Rutherford Hayes and Franklin Pierce.

Mayflower voyager Edward Winslow.

Winslow



Signers of the Declaration of Independence General William Whipple and Elbridge Gerry
and John Hancock.

There are several writers, poets and artist that are distantly related. They include Robert
Frost, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Jane Austen, Edgar Lee Masters, T.S. Eliot and John
Steinbeck and Norman Rockwell.

Actors and actresses include Shirley Temple, Bette Davis, John Wayne and Bob Hope.

Some are enshrined in American folk-lore. Included are naval commander David “Damn
the torpedoes, full steam ahead” Farragut, aviator Amelia Earhart, James “Wild Bill”
Hickok and the legendary/colorful Hannah Dustin who was Florence Agnes’ 6"
grandmother.

In 1697 Hannah and two others were kidnapped by Abenick Indians. She escaped from
her captors by killing them in the night and fleeing in their canoe. After escaping, she
went back and scalped the Indians who captured her. She is believed to be the first
woman honored in United States with a statue which is Haverhill, New Hampshire. Her
story was told by Henry David Thoreau and Cotton Mather.



B Hannah Dustin
As noted above, Eliza (Pierce) and Samuel Newell’s demise is a mystery so tracing and
documenting both of their ancestral lines has not been done to date.

Oral history from several living, direct relatives of the Straw/Watson line strongly
indicate that Eliza Pierce was a direct descendant of President Franklin Pierce.

Presdent Franklin Pierce

President George W. Bush’s mother Barbara (nee Pierce) is directly related to Franklin
Pierce. So there is a strong possibility of a connection to the Bush family for any
descendant of Florence Jane (Watson) Straw.




