











































































































































































































Don, Gwen and Ben 1924

Ben 1928

The North Dakota high school year book Prairie Breezes would have its last of members
of the Jones family on its staff. Ben was its business manager like his uncles before him.
He graduated in 1937.

Ben worked in Bismarck for a period of time before going to college.

1938-Fred Jones, BE Sr., Floss and Ben with Ben’s Nephew Dan Jones and Dazzle, the BE Sr.’s hunting
dog



Ben went to the University of Wisconsin in Madison like his brothers and sister did
before him. He joined his brother Don’s fraternity Phi Delta Theta and would become its
president. He was active on the school’s infrafraternity council, ROTC and was the editor
of the university’s 1943 yearbook The Badger.

Ben and Dazzle in Bisma 942

The nation was at war. There was a critical need in the military for officers. Many ROTC
cadets who were close to graduation received expedited diplomas, and joined the army as
enlistees and were sent to Officer Candidate School. Ben was among them. He was asked
to join Scabbard and Blade, graduated with honors and was listed in Who’s Who of
American Universities.

Letters that Ben sent to his parents shed light on his days in the military.

Ben enlistment in the Army began in 1943 and he was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia to
attend OCS. His mother’s sister Constance Elizabeth (Straw) Oseth or “Aunt Con” was
married to Colonel Ingomar Marcus Oseth (“Uncle Marc’) who was stationed at Benning
when Ben arrived for training. They took him under their wing by sharing holidays, home
cooking and informal family gatherings with him.

“Aunt Con” Around 1929 (1888-1972)



“Uncle Marc” (1886-1977)\

The Oseth’s oldest daughter Jane Elizabeth (Oseth) Kelly, who was four years older than
Ben, her husband Lt. Colonel .John “Jack” Kelly and their children and Olive Constance
Oseth, who was three years younger than Ben, were members of his family he would
meet for the first time

Cousin Jane (Oseth) Kelly (1915-Present )

< Rt - .
Olive Constance Oseth (1921-2001)



Another son of Marc and Con, Lt. Col. Oswald Frederic Watson Oseth and his wife were
stationed at Benning also. He was called “Stub’ because he disliked the name Oswald.
Ben really admired Stub.

“Stub” Oseth (1917-2007)

Ben never met John Marcus Oseth who was Con and Marc’s first son.

John Marcus Oseth (1914-1997)

The rigors of his 90 day OCS training were chronicled in Ben’ letters home. He earned
his second lieutenant’s bars in Dec. 1943.

1943 2" Lt. Ben Jones "1;01; R(;W,-iddle

His advanced combat training was done at Camp Adair in Oregon.

e SORNRR e
2" Lt. Benjamin Edwin Jones, Camp Adair - Early 1943/44



With his training finished, Ben was given leave to go home.

Gwen, Ben and Ben’s Girl Friend Elinor 1943/44

Just before Ben was deployed over seas to Patton’s 7™ Armored Division in March of
1944 he wrote the following letter to his nephew and God son Tom Sollenbarger.




In November 1944, Ben was declared missing in action. The University of Wisconsin’s
yearbook The Badge was going to press at the time of the declaration. The lead page was
devoted to Ben, the concerns of the Badger staff for Ben, and a laudatory list of his con-
tributions. The yearbook was being printed when notice of his death was issued.

The family got formal notice that the Red Cross had notified the US of his death on
December 3, 1944 at Stalag VI-J Westphalia, Germany.

Ben’s remains were moved from the Stalag to Belgium in 1948 to a military cemetery
dedicated to the 7™ Armored Division. His grave with a temporary marker is shown
below.

U Milita Cmetery Neuville-En -Condroz, Belgium

Around 1950, shortly before his father’s death, a processional cross was dedicated to Ben
Jr. at St. George’s Episcopal Church in Bismarck, North Dakota. As of 2010 it is still
used.



